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FOREWORD
BY GEORGE GALLOWAY

The Workers Party of Britain is a socialist party and strives for a 
socialist society where the workers by hand and by brain share the full 
fruits of their industry. We believe in a strong British economy which 
recognises the guiding hand of the state in ensuring that our economic 
development is to the benefit of all our people.

We believe in the public ownership of the commanding heights of the 
economy, but will ensure the rights of small and medium-sized 
businesses and producers in the private sector. In the immediate term, 
we fight for higher wages, for workers’ right to organise, for the public 
ownership of the railways and privatised utilities. We believe in Brexit 
and will fight for a new Britain, free and democratic, with no place for 
exploitation and discrimination or the despoliation of the environment. 
Our alliance with other pro-Brexit nonsocialist forces ends when 
Britain’s exit from the EU is secured. Thenceforth, we strive for an 
independent, socialist Britain, and we invite you to join us.

GEORGE GALLOWAY
WEST BROMWICH, DECEMBER 2019

“
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After scraping onto the ballot paper to play the role of the constantly 
outvoted minority, Jeremy Corbyn surprised everyone when he 
gathered 59.5 percent of the total vote to beat his main rivals and 
become leader of the Labour party in 2015. The following year, after 
intrigue and internecine warfare, he defeated his challenger Owen 
Smith with 61.8 percent of the vote and secured his position and the 
right to take Labour into a general election in 2017. Thousands of 
well-intentioned working-class people flocked to the Labour party, 
wanting to believe that Corbyn would be di�erent from Blair, Brown and 
Miliband; that he would hold true to his professed principles and that, 
somehow, we would have socialism in Britain.

The experience of the last few years alone is enough to demonstrate 
that one cannot make a silk purse from a sow’s ear. Nevertheless, 
this is not the place to chart the complete breakdown of this e�ort. 

It is enough to note that the Corbyn project is dead and buried, and that 
with it, British workers should bury any illusions that electing a left-wing 
leader can change the fundamental character of the Labour party, 
which remains a party committed to capitalism and fully integrated into 
the workings of the British state – a faithful servant of British 
imperialism. Under Corbyn, rather than a flourishing of left social 
democracy we are witnessing its final meltdown. 

Economically radical with an
indepedent foreign policy.
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Ken Livingstone was forced to resign, Chris Williamson was repeatedly 
and unconstitutionally deselected, there was no way back for 
left-wingers like George Galloway, and even Mr Corbyn himself was 
harangued as an antisemite in a disgraceful campaign of Goebbelsian 
fiction. Far from fighting for principles, Labour’s most ‘left-wing’ leader 
ever, capitulated. One U-turn would never be enough for the ruling 
class, and before much time had passed his long-held positions of 
principle on everything from Trident to Nato to EU membership had 
been given up.

The need for a Workers Party arises from this developing situation. 
Thousands of committed and well-intentioned socialists are distraught 
and disillusioned with their experiences inside the Labour party. 
Millions of Labour voters are appalled at the undemocratic 
manoeuvres of the party as it attempts to overturn the democratic 
mandate of the 2016 Brexit referendum.

The establishment of the Workers Party, with the anti-imperialist and 
socialist politician George Galloway at its head, can provide 
inspiration to those who, like himself, find themselves politically 
homeless or desire to put their talents, creativity and energies at the 
service of the working class. 

WORKERS PARTY

The Workers Party believes in the importance of a planned economy, in 
the directing role of the state. Free-market fundamentalism has gutted 
Britain of its industries, undermined our manufacturing and productive 
industries, castrating our society and adversely destabilising proud 
working-class traditions, culture and way of life. 

ECONOMICS
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Our country needs the state to guide the economic life of the country 
in such a way as to promote work, to respect the dignity of labour, and 
to serve the working people. All adults have a duty to work in a useful 
fashion, according to their talents and abilities, and society has an 
equal duty to ensurethat useful employment is available to all, part-time 
or full-time according to the domestic, health and life constraints of the 
worker. Useful work, well done for collective benefit gives personal 
fulfilment and shall be the basis of a society that collectively tackles the 
growing scourge of mental ill-health.

The Workers Party is a socialist organisation. The Workers Party stands 
on principles and will not give these up, one by one, in the misplaced 
hope of a truce with our enemy. The Workers Party is unequivocally 
committed to class politics. Though the fashion of the times is to divide 
working people along identity lines, we seek to unite them, based on 
their shared class interest. It is not ‘homophobic’ or ‘racist’ for socialists 
to focus their attention on those contradictions that concern the whole 
working class in its struggle for socialism. While being totally opposed 
to discrimination on grounds of race, sex or sexual proclivity, we 
declare that obsession with identity politics, including sexual politics, 
divides the working class.

The Workers Party stands with all those countries that have 
attempted to break free of imperialist domination and build a 
di�erent kind of world.

We defend the achievements of the USSR, China, Cuba etc, not least 
the debt owed by humanity to the Soviet Union and Red Army in their 
war of liberation against German fascism. The Workers Party defends 
the independence and right to development of those countries that 
are today undermined and attacked by imperialism, not least the 
heroic Venezuelan people.

CLASS POLITICS AND SOCIALISM
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We categorically reject the attempt by the ruling class, its paid agents 
and the EU imperialist bloc to rewrite history so as to equate the Soviet 
Union with Hitlerite Germany. We shall defend the positive historical 
legacy of the Soviet Union as well as all those today who struggle for 
socialism; for an alternative world order.

What kind of Brexit – what kind of Britain? This is the question in many 
working people’s minds. The Workers Party positively embraces 
Britain’s withdrawal from the EU. Britain needs to be free of the EU 
regulations that would restrict our fiscal and monetary policy and 
prevent Britain from taking public ownership of key utilities and 
transport infrastructure. 

If we are to be free to direct the a�airs of our country to meet the needs 
of working-class people, we must be able to have something to say on
the free movement of capital out of our country as well as the free 
movement of labour into it. Under a socialist system, the control of our 
borders, both physical and financial, will be a guarantee not only of the 
rights of our workers to good labour rights and rates of pay, but will 
restrict the ability of capital to pack up and leave for greener pastures, 
abandoning our workers and decimating British industry.

In tandem with these measures will be the coordinated action of 
workers and government to ensure that the ever-increasing 
productivity of labour, arising today from the development of robots 
and artificial intelligence, is put at the service of lightening the drudgery 
of work and not replacing the working class.

We reject a future of parasitism where the British people, through the 
operation of the City of London, degenerate into an unemployed 
feckless rump living o� cheap imported food and the plasticelectronic 
consumables of global capitalist anarchy.

INDEPENDENCE
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An end to imperialist wars and financial domination, 
starting with withdrawal from Nato.

Rebuild British industry and abolish the antiworker 
‘rationalisation’ that puts profits ahead of people to provide 
useful, secure jobs for all in decent conditions, with living 
wages, paid holidays, sick leave, maternity leave, etc.

Decent, cheap, secure housing for all.

High-quality, free pre-school childcare and education, 
followed by high-quality, free, lifelong education and 
vocational training.

Free and comprehensive healthcare with no waiting lists, 
accompanied by easy access to cheap and nutritious food.

WHAT KIND OF BRITAIN?
A TEN-POINT PROGRAMME FOR WORKERS

WHAT KIND OF BRITAIN?
A TEN-POINT PROGRAMME FOR WORKERS

1 

2

3 

4

5



9

Public, high quality laundries, crèches and dining facilities 
that enable women to take part in work and public life 
without prejudice or physical barriers.

High-quality, free provision of all necessary support 
services for the disabled, as well as the elderly. Full state 
support to enable families to look after their elderly, with 
nursing homes and sheltered accommodation for those in 
need of it, so that all workers are able to live full, dignified
and meaningful lives.

Universal access to a cheap or free fully-integrated public 
transport system and all essential amenities: water, 
sanitation, heating, electricity, post, telephone, internet.

Open and easy access to all forms of culture and the 
media.

A government that prioritises giving resources to the 
solving of urgent problems such as the need to live 
sustainably and protect our natural environment, putting 
science at the service of the people.
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1. THE NAME OF THE PARTY
The name of the Party shall be the Workers Party of Britain.

2. THE AIMS OF THE PARTY
The aims of the Party are set out in the Programme and in the political 
resolutions adopted by aggregate meetings of the Party.

3. DECISION MAKING
A Members Council is responsible for the a�airs of the Party between 
Congresses.

4. MEMBERSHIP
Membership is open to all those working in Great Britain, regardless of 
national origin.

5. ADMISSION OF MEMBERS
Admission of Supporters and consideration for membership is by way 
of application to the Members Council. The conferring of Full 
Membership status is organised through the Members Council.
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6. FULL MEMBERSHIP
A Full Member is one who accepts the Programme, supports the Party 
financially and has been assessed on style of work by one of the Party 
organisations. Full Members have the right to vote in meetings of Party 
organisations.

7. SUPPORTERS
Supporters pay a fee set by the Members Council to support the Party. 
They may participate in the public activities of a Party organisation, 
including consultative conferences and meetings, organised to take 
the opinions of workers into account in formulating policy. To be 
considered for Full Membership, Supporters must pass through a 
period of probation lasting no less than six months, during which time 
they have no vote and will undergo education in the political 
Programme of the Party and training in Party work. 

8. EXPULSION AND SUSPENSION OF MEMBERS
The grounds for demotion, suspension or expulsion are: (1) failure to 
pay dues; (2) public statements concerning private Party business; (3) 
action hostile to the Party. In all but the gravest cases, expulsion should 
be preceded by a warning, suspension or minor sanction to be ratified 
by the Members Council. If a serious disciplinary breach has occurred, 
the Members Council is to be entrusted to investigate the complaint 
thoroughly, and to listen to such representations as the disciplined 
member wishes to make, as well as those complaining against him or 
her. There shall be no appeal against decisions of the Members 
Council.
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9. ORGANISATION
Groups and Branches are to be set up based on shared geography, 
place of work or industry sector, as determined by the Members 
Council.

10. PARTY CONGRESS
The Party Congress is the decision-making body of the Party. The Party 
Congress meets at least once every four years. The Members Council 
gives notice summoning a Congress at least four weeks before the 
date of the Congress and issues the Agenda. Questions a�ecting the 
Programme, Rules and issues of principle are decided by the Party 
Congress. Between Congresses, the Members Council takes 
responsibility for all such decisions. All resolutions are passed by a 
simple majority of hands of those voting except resolutions to change 
the Programme or the Rules, which require a threequarters majority.

11 .  REPRESENTATION AT CONGRESS
Representation at the Party Congress shall be determined, depending 
on the size and distribution of the membership, by the Members 
Council, in consultation with the various party groups.

12. BUSINESS OF CONGRESS
The Congress elects the Auditor, members to form the Arrangements 
Committee to oversee the Standing Orders of Congress, and receives 
the political and business reports.
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13. THE MEMBERS COUNCIL
The Members Council meets between Congresses and consists of 
members numbering no more than 40. All are elected from 
nominations made to the Congress from the whole membership of the 
Party. The election of the Members Council takes place by ballot. If the 
number of candidates is more than the number of vacancies, the 
persons securing the
highest numbers of votes shall be deemed elected.
Further members with voice but no vote may be
co-opted by the Members Council at any time. Between Congresses 
the Members Council is the
highest body of the Party.

14. PARTY OFFICERS
The Party o�cers shall be the Leader and Deputy Leader, who will be 
elected by the Members Council. The post of Honorary President or 
Patron may be appointed by the Congress of the Party.

15. POWERS OF THE MEMBERS COUNCIL
The Members Council shall have full responsibility for the direction and 
control of the work of the Party and for the formulation of current policy, 
in accordance with the decisions of national Congress and taking into 
account any consultative Conferences and meetings organised for Full 
Members and Supporters. It shall direct any Party publications and 
other Party enterprises, and manage the central funds of the Party. The 
Members Council arranges its a�airs as it sees fit following its election 
by Congress so as to enable it to carry out the work of the Party. For this 
purpose, it may form various subcommittees and appoint members to 
positions of specific responsibility. The Members Council shall have 
authority to interpret these Rules and to lay down procedure in all 
matters not specifically covered by them.
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MEMBERSHIP SUBS AND DONATIONS

Minimum subs for our party are £1 per week. Donations and subs can 
be paid online at WorkersPartyBritain.org.
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